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1. You are asked to write a letter of advice to Sam in about 300 words.

You should include the problems Sam's friend is facing and things Sam could do to try to help
his friend.

Read the following tips to better prepare for your writing:

a) Read the following letter from Sam (extracted from Aristo_Developing Skills 4 for HKDSE
Set A_Paper4 pp.71).




This reader’s letter appeared in a local youth magazine:

| have a big problem and | nead somaone’s advice

Actually, the preblem is about my friend Henry. He's started hanging out with
a group of clder bays who are friends with his elder brother. He used 10 be
a high achiever and sporty too, but he seems to have changed because of
his new ‘friends’. He's told mea they often go out till late at night to parks or
Internet cafés. He says they sometimes take crystal meth together too.

| think he feels pressured into doing some of these ‘cocl’ things, and he often
turns up to school looking tired and does poorly in class. He looks pale and
thin now. He hasn't handed in a few assignments recently, and | barely get to
see him any mcre.

| don't want to tell him what to do, but | really don't think this social circle is a
good influence on him.

I'd really appreciate some advice

Sam

b) Identify and focus on the issues raised by Sam.

c) Explain how your suggestions might help, using your background knowledge about friendship
groups and peer pressure. For example, you may like to think about any of your own friends
who have been in similar situations.

d) Suggest the people that Sam's friend could turn to for help and describe what steps can be
taken to help the overall situation.

e) View the sample discussion (by scanning the QR code next to the passage).




f) Watch the following video.

Giving advice to a friend

Video: Peer pressure and drug abuse

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SboKFmdUFgA
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